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EXPANDED FUNCTION DENTAL AUXILIARY PROGRAM (EFDA) FAQ 
 

1. Are EFDA students required to complete on-campus sessions? 
▪ Yes. Students must come to campus all three quarters for lab. These sessions will generally be Tuesday evenings, 

6:30-9:30pm. 
▪ There are 4-6 patient requirements that must be fulfilled on campus from mid-February through June. This may 

include some Saturday clinics in the spring from 8-4. There may also be options to come to clinics on Monday or 
Friday during the day. Usually this can be fulfilled in roughly 3-4 campus visits. Schedule will be provided after 
registration for classes and is subject to change. 

▪ The final impressions hands on portion also occurs during Spring quarter and is a separate campus visit of 
roughly 3 hours. 

 

2. Is the COVID-19 vaccine required for BTC Dental Clinic placement? 
▪ Yes. All health students must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 by the first day of the quarter in which they 

start. 
 

3. Are any COVID-19 vaccine exemptions accepted by the program? 
▪ No. Due to the nature of dental hygiene skills performed in the BTC Dental Clinic and for the safety of our 

students and patients, the program can’t accept any exemptions to full COVID-19 vaccination including medical, 
religious, or philosophical exemptions. 

 

4. Will I need to attend on-campus lectures? 
▪ No. All of the theory/lecture course material is online using Canvas online learning management system. 

Students will need a computer and high-speed internet access. See Canvas Student Guide for info about using 
Canvas. 

 

5. What does my mentor/sponsor dentist need to do? 
▪ Allow space for you to practice on a typodont during the week, as needed. Usually no more than 1 filling a week, 

but if you can get it all done during lab then extra practice is optional. 
▪ Supervise you in spring quarter doing fillings in your office. Roughly 15-16 fillings minimum.  
▪ Attend a faculty calibration session before you start doing your on-the-job fillings in the spring. This is to review 

requirements and make sure that everyone grades to the same standards. This is mandatory per our state 
accreditation with the Dept. of Health. The dates for the calibration sessions will be provided once a student is 
admitted to the program but are usually on a Tuesday evening or Saturday morning in mid-March. 

 

6. I want to take the program, but I have a vacation planned for xxx date, is that okay? Answer also applies to questions 
about having a baby during the program. 
▪ Yes. Usually we are able to work with you on this. In your online classes, you can work ahead, catch up when you 

get back, or take it with you ☺. For lab, students in the past have tried to fit in extra fillings before or after their 
trip. This applies to trips of a week or so. For longer trips, you will miss too many labs. 

 

7. How often does the program admit a new cohort? 
▪ The program starts a new cohort in September and runs through June. Cohort starts are dependent on the 

number of students on the waitlist.  A minimum of 6 students is required to start a cohort so students are 
encouraged to apply earlier rather than wait till the application deadline. This allows both students and faculty 
time to plan when we know we have enough students for a new cohort.  

 

8. How much does it cost? 
▪ Estimated program costs can be found on the BTC EFDA website. This is just an estimate. The supplies cost is 

based on buying the whole instrument kit. Many students find they are able to put together a kit using extra 
instruments from their office. Students will be provided a supply list after being admitted to the program. 

▪ EFDA License application fees, WARE Clinical Exams, and WREB or CRDTS Restorative Exam fees are not included 
as part of the program. If a student needs to complete the CDA exam in order to become a licensed EFDA, that 
will be an additional fee. 

 

https://guides.instructure.com/m/4212
https://www.btc.edu/Academics/DegreesAndCertificates/DentalExpandedFunctionDentalAuxiliary/index.html


9. Do I need to be a Dental Assisting National Board (DANB) Certified Dental Assistant (CDA) to apply to the EDFA 
Program? 
▪ No. As long as you attended a Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) accredited dental assisting program 

but you will need to have work experience also. Students can find out if their dental assistant program is 
accredited by going to the DANB website. 

▪ If you attended a non-CODA accredited dental assisting program or were trained on the job, then you need to 
have 3500 hours of experience as a dental assistant within a continuous 24-48-month period and pass the DANB 
CDA exam before you can apply for your EDFA license upon program completion. You will also need a dental 
assisting review course. BTC has a self-study course that our enrolled EFDA students can take and receive a 
certificate for. See CDA & GC Pathways on are available on the DANB website: 
https://www.danb.org/en/Become-Certified/Exams-and-Certifications/Exam-Eligibility-Requirements.aspx 

 

10. Where can I find more information about applying for an EFDA license in WA State? 
▪ Visit the WA Department of Health (DOH) website: 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/ProfessionsNewReneworUpdate/ExpandedFunctionD
entalAuxiliary  

▪ Also helpful is the EDFA application form: https://www.doh.wa.gov/portals/1/Documents/Pubs/646156.pdf 
 

11. After I begin the program can I immediately start doing fillings in my office? 
▪ No. You need to pass a lab exam in winter quarter, your mentor dentist needs to attend calibration, and you 

need to have done at least one patient clinic on campus first. The faculty aim to have your ready to start your 
on-the-job fillings in early April. 

 

12. How many fillings on patients do I have to do? 
▪ The minimum requirement is 20. Most students get 4-5 fillings on campus during our campus clinics and the 

remaining fillings in their office. 
 

13. My office doesn’t use amalgam, will that be a problem? 
▪ The program (and the state) recognize that fewer offices do and we will do our best to prioritize any amalgams 

on campus to people who don’t have access to amalgam at work. We don’t do a lot of amalgams at the BTC 
clinic either, but regardless, you will be lab competent in amalgam by the time you graduate. 

 

14. Does a dentist need to supervise me? 
▪ No. A Registered Dental Hygienist competent in restorative can evaluate/supervise you or an EFDA competent in 

restorative (i.e. has some experience) but you do need a sponsoring dentist. 
 

15. What if more than one person in my office wants to take the program? 
▪ That is fine as long as the mentor is only supervising for one person at a time. 

 

16. I am a dental hygiene graduate from out of state, can I take the EFDA program to meet the restorative requirements 
for dental hygiene licensure? 
▪ No. The program is not an approved continuing education provider for this purpose. A new dental hygiene 

graduate should consider practicing in another state/province where they are licensed for 600 hours. They will 
then be eligible for a renewable limited license (not able to do restorative). If your intention is to do restorative 
procedures in the future or you are unable to practice elsewhere first, then check with Eastern WA University, 
Pierce College, Clark College, or Portland Community College. All of them have offered intensive restorative 
courses (usually in the summer) in the past but may not offer them every year. 

 

For more questions about the BTC EFDA Program students are encouraged to meet with the Allied Health College 
Navigator Laura Doss. To schedule an appointment email advising@btc.edu. 

https://www.danb.org/en/The-Dental-Community/Dental-Assistants/Dental-Assisting-Programs/CODA-Accredited-Dental-Assisting-Programs.aspx
https://www.danb.org/en/Become-Certified/Exams-and-Certifications/Exam-Eligibility-Requirements.aspx
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/ProfessionsNewReneworUpdate/ExpandedFunctionDentalAuxiliary
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/ProfessionsNewReneworUpdate/ExpandedFunctionDentalAuxiliary
https://www.doh.wa.gov/portals/1/Documents/Pubs/646156.pdf
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